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Incheon Foundation for Arts & Culture hosts the young artist special project <You're Incheon (%
{Z)11)> Exhibition to weigh the present and future of Incheon art.

<You're Incheon (##=)I)> Exhibition is the third annual special exhibition following the
<Cornerstone of Incheon Art (2009)> that showed the roots of Incheon art through the works of
veteran artists who bore witnesses to the turbulent period in modern Korean history, and <Inter_
View (2010)> of acclaimed Incheon artists from the 1980s and onwards whose voracious activities
have been the backbone of Incheon art.

<You're Incheon (#2/4=)11)> Exhibition is an exhibition exploring Incheon's young artists. They are
locally active artists between ages 25 to 40 years, who believe themselves to be the young artists
of Incheon. The works of the artists show just how diverse art is and it reflects on the current status
of Incheon art. Young artists, with their pride as artists and endless self-struggle, keep Incheon's art
even younger and more vibrant. Incheon Foundation for Arts & Culture hopes to create a forum
where the young Incheon artists - the cornerstone of Incheon art - can freely play and experiment

to complete their work.

I hope that all sixty four artists, who participated in this exhibition, have big aspirations and | wish
them the best. I'd like to also thank the exhibition organizing committee members and our family
at Incheon Art Platform for their hard work in creating a large structure so that artists could gather
together without restrictions or limitations for this exhibition, despite their busy schedules.

Kang Kwang Director of Incheon Foundation for Arts & Culture
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Following the <Cornerstone of Incheon Art> Exhibition (2009) and <Inter_View=> Exhibition (2010),
the <You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon (#5=)11)> Exhibition (2011) holds great meaning as it
represents culmination of three months of planning, and start off to a new beginning. Moreover,
I am proud that Incheon Art Platform, a second year venture of Incheon Foundations for Arts &
Culture("IFAC") planned and hosted this event.

Early in 2011, under the business title of 'Special Exhibition of Young Artists,' this project was
transferred from IFAC. From the beginning stages <You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon (#/44=)11)>
Exhibition sought a different approach from the previous exhibitions. Among the young artists of
Incheon, we invited those familiar with the region, bright, ambitious, and active cultural activists,
curators, critics, and artists to participate as exhibition organization committee members to discuss

the meaning, direction, and details of organizing the exhibition.

The deciding of prerequisites such as 'Incheon,' 'youth,' and ‘artist,' the search for valid artists, and
deciding of meaning was done not by one planner but by Incheon's group of specialists, jointly,
through discussion and planning.

In the cultural art community, 'agreement' is an unfamiliar event. In the art community rather
than ‘agreement,' originality, creativity, and progressive thinking are qualities more respected and
valued. However | believe that the agreement process brought sound and productive results. This
could only be possible because on the other side of the agreement process, the participating
organization committee members dreamed the same dream.

The joint dreams of the committee members of this exhibition will likely be 'Incheon, a place
for young artists' and moreover 'Incheon, the young icon of art worldwide.' The progressive step

toward changing the world always began with one's dream.

I hope you and Incheon citizens alike will empathize and support the <You're Incheon, Playing in
Incheon (##7%4=J11)> Exhibition planned and prepared by young planners and artists that cultivate
Incheon's cultural arts. Your support will energize the artists' dreams and will come alive.

I'd like to express my gratitude to the organization committee members for their passion and long
term commitment to this project. | also would like to thank our family at the Incheon Foundation
for Arts & Culture for giving us this opportunity to achieve such a feat. Most of all, | would like to
thank 'Incheon's, Young, Artists' who allowed us to dream a bigger dream. | would like to express
my deep gratitude and love. You are Incheon and the new icons of modern art. | hope | am lucky
enough to see you all active on a greater stage.

SeungmiLee Director of Incheon Art Platform
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What is ‘Planning"?

The act of planning reflects the thoughts and standpoint of the planning party. Even when looking
into the aspects of art with focus on a certain time, a certain place and certain subjects, planning
takes on a different form depending on what ideas and viewpoints the planner holds on art. In
other words, the object, scope, form, and means of who participates cannot help differ by the
planner’s concept, form, interests, critical mind, and expectations on the artist or the art itself.
Therefore planning is an issue of how to call out in what standpoint. It is an act of response by the
relevant participators to the calling or conversation from the planner, and is the act of luring the
interest and reaction of others.

This Time's Planning

This Project of Incheon’s Young Artists is an extension to the two former exhibitions, <The
Cornerstone of Incheon Art> of 2009 and <Inter_View> of 2010, held by IFAC(Incheon Foundation
for Arts & Culture) in line with “the project to systematically research and organize the art of
Incheon”, and yet, was first triggered by the former critical reviews received. That is, when
considering whether the two exhibitions were managed as per the initial planning purpose and
intentions, <The Cornerstone of Incheon Art> made it unclear on what exactly the ‘cornerstone’ is
by introducing the ‘recent works' of senior artists while lacking sufficient material and research (or
the object of research) on Incheon Art's formative period. <Inter_View> introduced veteran artists
from the 1980s to today, but by placing too much emphasis on each individual artist and work,
failed to diagnose and create recuperative discussions over the issue of ‘regional art".

With all this behind us, this time we tried to project how the main planning party viewed
contemporary (regional) art within the given scope and as per the initial purpose. That is, we tried
to answers questions like "What is the cultural topography and situation of today?”, "What are
the roles and assignments of Incheon's regional art?” and “For this, how and where are the young
regional artists working, and with what kind of vision and prospects?” We asked such questions
by first placing the physical and administrative boundaries as ‘Incheon’ and tried to assess the
variously related ‘artistic work and actions’ of ‘young' artists in ‘today's perspective'.

If the past two exhibitions were an ‘invitation' that shed light on the ‘past’ and the contemporary
work of the ‘already exposed artists’, this time the ‘spotlight’ is set on the ‘active’ artists 'of today".
Therefore we chose to publicly invite or receive recommendations to encourage voluntary
participation, based on the belief that the common 'selection’ and ‘exclusion’ method of the
planning party could turn into a crude attempt. Likewise, participation was also designed to
show the various ‘works' until now in a reasonable manner instead of a simple display of ‘work’.
The source book was also made in such an archive style. The aim is to allow participating artists
the chance to confirm or exchange opinions on how they feel about the issues raised by the
planning party, and not just display works as an exhibition. We also prepared opportunities
for communication, including debates to encourage those sharing the same regional codes to
mutually introduce themselves and socialize.

The Change in the Contemporary Cultural Topography

Now then, let us articulate more on why we invited the relevant artists to this project in this
manner. Firstly, with regards to the changing features of the contemporary cultural topography,
not only are images, sounds, and texts commingling, but their production and circulation, and the
objects, means and routes of consumers are being diversified, while the line between pure art and
pop culture is becoming vague, the traditional classification of art genres are dissolving, and genres
are vigorously merging with one another. Amidst the effortless flow of communication offline and

online, the detailed situation and context is gaining importance offline, while the online is now

becoming a multilateral debating space from the rapid increase in SNS users. "Death of the Author
and Birth of the Reader” (Roland Barthes) is being spoken of, and not the pursuit of the ‘essence’,
but the relationship and structure of the creation of ‘'meanings’ in light of connection, placement
and systematization (Deleuze and Guattari) is gaining attention. Consequently, while the segments
or perhaps the boundaries of time and space between art and reality are deteriorating, we are
forced to re-define the definition and form of art or the artist.

Such change should not be regarded as a mere ‘phenomenon’, but as something worth our
tolerance to integrate life and art, and to realize an actual result amidst the contemporary situation
and condition. It is also an issue worth reviving by triggering another kind of cultural imagination. In
such light, artists are not an exception, and are directly and indirectly connected to this change, but
in some cases, the change is perceived as an active opportunity or element of artistic movement,
whereas to many others it is not. In this exhibition however, if approaching this issue ignorantly and
with the customary concepts and work-style, the limitations would so clearly stand out. Therefore
after contemplating how to drag the issue out onto the discussion table, we chose to not only
display ‘works', but also suggest and offer various ways of participation, as previously mentioned.
How many artists would be applicable is yet to be confirmed.

Who is the ‘Young' Artist?

Secondly, the issue is on what ‘youth” means. When referring to an art or artist as 'young', people
wonder, "Is the artist young? Or is the work or activity young?" | believe that both should be true. In
other words, | would like to ponder this matter by limiting the age factor to the younger generation
and also the work or activities in the 'younger’ viewpoint.

In such perspective, the ‘young artists’ should be the ones to take initiative in reacting to and
actively embracing the “change in the contemporary cultural topography” mentioned just above,
and moreover lead the way towards a new cultural environment. In other words, the young artists
should resist being swamped in the existing thoughts, systems and territories and try to restore
art's primary self-reflective, subversive, and imaginative function to arm themselves with a critical
mindset and an alternative plan. Such role shall be taken on by young artists through re-coding via
de-coding, and re-territorializing via de-territorializing.

‘Youth' in fact refers to those who are not fit into one category or frame, but rather, can think and
act flexibly with various subconscious potential within. However the mainstream of our education
and system is incapable of supporting the youth, and is merely struggling to preserve its own
power by incorporating them into the existing frame. Of course challenges and experimenting
are, at times, emphasized and encouraged, but only to the extent that the relevant party feels
unthreatened. As such, the 'young’ powerless artists cannot help but adhere to the existing power,
and in some cases, even help in re-producing the existing system by actively accepting it, and are
finally turned into artists that are just 'young' in terms of age. In this sense, it is worth checking how
the participating artists classify themselves and what kind of efforts are being put into becoming a
true 'young artist’.

What is a Regional Art Activity?

Lastly, the issue is on the ‘regional art activity'. More concretely, the issue is on the meaning of
performing arts in a certain region, and the difference of it with the existing activities.

In truth, our artistic activity has been within a closed system of artistic domain in which competition
was a ‘centered’ kind, trying to preserve popularity or commercial profit. ‘Region’, therefore, was
never actually at the center of attention. This led to the mismatch of the residential area and the
art activity's ultimate area of interest. However still, the common notion of regional art was mostly

centered on the quantitative expansion, approach and ease of understanding of art itself.
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| would define regional art activity as a series of activities in which an artist strives to find his
or her own place under his or her own detailed boundaries and with his or her own joint and
common aim, prospect, and vision. For this, interest towards and research on the region must be
preceded or at least kept at the same pace. The spectrum of artistic activity must be widened
while dividing roles and cooperating with various parties via establishing a close network. To
secure an artistic voice and a channel for communication would be vital, and efforts to visualize
the artistic imagination and originality not only on individual ‘work’ but also on detailed policy and
business of the city is required. It would be ideal to have the changes in and fruits of the regional
community be aligned with the artist's own interests. Emphasizing the idea of ‘region’ does not
mean we should confine ourselves within the narrow doors of the region. With such ‘domiciliation’,
de-regionalized interest and sympathy can naturally be obtained. ‘Migration’ to another region and
networking with other regions will bring about the proper connections of mutual cooperation.

The theme of this project, <You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon (##=)11)>, means “slowly passing
time in Incheon” and reflects the change towards such thoughts and interests as well as other
expectations of the (participating) artists. The 'i£Z' with the meaning of ‘to play" is not used as in
where the artist simply places Incheon as the regional background and selfishly seeks his or her
own meaning and pleasure within the customary artistic domain. The 3 is placed in the context
and situation of time and space called ‘Incheon’ and calls for the unfiltered reaction of all five
senses. The ' here depicts the aesthetic decision and consequences derived from this, and
expresses a relaxed, sharing attitude. Therefore “playing in Incheon” is a phrase that shows how
Incheon and art co-exists, moving towards a meaning, a role, and a desired direction in tight mutual
liaison.

Today's Young Artists of Incheon

In this light, after pondering on the inclinations and activities of Incheon'’s young artists, | can
see that they form a diverse spectrum of inclinations and forms. Roughly speaking, at one end
there are center-oriented modernist artists that abide by the existing policies and desires, and
at the other, there are post-modernist artists that exist outside of the customary areas, in more
detailed domains and spaces of life, pondering on new alternatives and searching for unique
roles. Of course | wish that there were more of the latter, but reality is not as such. But before
being disappointed, it would be much more important to objectively view and accurately assess
why. This phenomenon is not just the responsibility of the artists. Individual tendencies are
the offspring of each personal characteristics and situations commingled with the university
education of art, the world of art's system, the society’s attention and treatment, and the ways of
economical restoration. Therefore, the remedy must be sought from such individual issues and
the improvement of the relationship and structure of each element. Our discussion of art is at
the center of this. We need heated discussions on what the more valuable activity is and which
method is more effective. Through this, we need to extract and expand the society's sympathy
towards artistic activities and strive for the changes in individual issues at the same time. The
important point is, whether or not individual artists are within the boundaries of discussions, or
perhaps whether they have the will to join. The best way to face individual artists is not by the
current stance or inclination, but by affirming whether or not they hold such willpower.

Expectations on Young Artists

This exhibition, in such light, targets artists 'young in age’, with diverse relationships with Incheon.
Total 61 artists participate, but they are not the only ones that represent ‘Incheon’s’ ‘young'
‘artists’. Considering my earlier arguments, there is always the possibility that, although | have
tried to accept and portray every factor, there may be other parties outside the boundaries.

There were actually quite a few 'young' ‘artists’ of ‘Incheon’ that dread being labeled ‘Incheon’s

young artists or could not participate because they were not sure whether they were the target.
Being involved in the planning and having the obligation to encourage as much participation as
possible, this was no doubt an inconvenience on my part. But however still, | believe that this can
be an important ground to re-confirm the detailed changes in discussions of contemporary art.
Therefore, this exhibition of Incheon’s young artists should consider such points and be able to
prepare multilateral support towards these artists, based on proper assessment of the terms and
environment of their various artistic activities. Likewise, | hope that the relevant artists will sharpen
their own critical minds to contribute in making a desirable city, or perhaps society, of culture and
an open municipal community of Incheon.
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The 2011 Incheon'’s Young Artists Project Exhibition, <You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(i#z5%4=)11)>,
is the last runner of the annual exhibitions following <The Cornerstone of Incheon Art> of 2009
and <Inter_View> of 2010. The first exhibition, <The Cornerstone of Incheon Art>, aimed to display
the many works of senior artists that first cultivated the early days of Incheon art, and grant them
modernized meanings. There were of course limitations to this exhibition: deceased artists that
were the backbones to the dawning of Incheon art had been excluded, and the display was mainly
of new works while only a minority reflected the ideas of the era. Nevertheless, it was significant
in that it reflected the dawning period of Incheon art and the meaning it held, as it is. The second
exhibition, the <Inter_View=>, was an attempt to shed light on the so-called veteran artists that had
worked in Incheon. It tried to recall the 1980s when these artists were naturally most productive
and their works from then and onwards. Here, the planning party took stronger initiative to actively
decipher issues like time and reality, compared to the former exhibition, <The Cornerstone of
Incheon Art>. It strived to visualize the vitality of Incheon art by contrasting the 1980s’ and 1990s'
modernism to anti-modernism, comparing the different trends in realism, and suggesting new
ways to understand the values of the youth. Still, this exhibition too revealed limitations in that it
lacked intricate planning from short preparation time, and it left with us the fundamental need for
steady research on the history of Incheon art.

Meanwhile, as already connoted in the sequential and chronic meaning of the word ‘annual,
<You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(i£z#=)1)> is to be held in the last biological year among the
three exhibitions featuring the lineage of Incheon art. The exhibition targets to shed new light
upon the young artists of Incheon. It also attempts to light up the various spectrums of the young
artists who are important to Incheon art and are actively participating in it. Therefore this exhibition
does not intend to feature the works of deceased artists or senior artists, who may have stopped

producing work or have become standardized.

From the beginning, this exhibition was headed in two main directions. One is to draw up the
topography of Incheon’s young artists in an archive-like fasion. It would not be an understatement
to say that the exhibition targets to summon all of Incheon’s young artists actively producing
various works, and reveal each and every feature of them to the art community of Incheon. This
purpose, by all means, was also applicable to the former two exhibitions. But by inviting artists in a
more public fashion (in actual terms, volunteering may be a better expression) and by attempting
to harmonize all artist groups and activities, it seems that the archival feature of the exhibition
has become even more strengthened. Here, difference in aesthetic viewpoints, genres, and the
quantity of works produced is rendered less important. Only the extensity and materiality of the
theme called Incheon are considered as the basic standard. This is an extremely differential point
when compared to any former exhibition. From the beginning, instead of any aggressive attempts
to plan the exhibition, the artist's own planning capability was emphasized for the planning party’s
selection and support. This point may later come in handy when weighing the dynamics and
changes of Incheon art. It would be quite interesting to watch how the individual artists have come
together to form a natural flow, and how this flow will later face a turning point.

Therefore the second target of this exhibition was to obviously confirm the current direction
of Incheon art through various artist groups and their activities. This second target also had no
definite form which made prior planning impossible, and was later eventually unraveled in an
interesting process-driven fashion as the exhibition was shaped. As embraced in the exhibition
title, "You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(##=J1l), | sincerely hope that Incheon becomes a place

of interest to young artists or perhaps an attractive area of exploration or artistic pleasure. Because

there is no way to confine the artists of today's into one final conclusion, this process-driven
character of the project has significant meaning. Everything in this exhibition has various contexts.
Even now we are passing through a time in history called 2011, | also sincerely wish that all artists
gathered here together are promised a glorious future. If you are here, or even if you are not here,
if you share the traits of youth and art, you are Incheon.

<You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(:#%{=JI)> and the Works Displayed

One of the most interesting factors of a process-driven project is that you are able to gain a neutral
perspective on the various aspects revealed as you proceed. While preparing for the <You're
Incheon, Playing in Incheon(i44=J11)> exhibition, we could see the various artists of Incheon today
and their attitude towards art. In fact, one of the prejudices we commonly hold against young
artists is that we expect them to be exceptional in style, while representing a social perspective
in content. But when assessing the works displayed in <You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(i=
JI)>, we can see how such expectations do not always turn out to be true. If our only expectation
towards youth is to overturn the existing formality or system in their own playful way, what is
shown in <You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(#7=J11)> may be a little disappointing, But we must
bear in mind that what is shown is just an outer image. By carefully looking inside, we realize that
such expectation itself is a stereotypical idea already fixed and standardized in our minds. Some
young artists have already been depicting their own critical views via new styles and contents.
We just never have paid enough attention. This is exactly the value we are trying to display in the
<You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(#7/4=J11)> exhibition.

(table) Participating Artists by Media (as of Nov 1,2011)
Media Artist Name Percentage(%)
Muli-media  Kang Hyuk, Kim Jin—Seok*, Oh Sang—Seok*, Jung Yoon—Hee* 6.7

Photography Ko Byong—Sun, Moon Chang—Hwa, Ahn Woo—Dong, Oh Suk—Kuhn, 10.0
Yoo Gwang—Sig, Yoo Mok—Yon*

Visual Art Back Seung—Kee 1.7

Display Eve Kwak, Gil Darae, Na Kwang—Ho"*, No So—Yeong*, Lang (Km J— 183
Sun)®, Park Jung—Hyun®, Paik Dahami®, Oh Jong—Eun®, Yoon Jong—
Pir*, Lee Sang—Hwi*, Jeon Seung—Yong*

3-Dimension  Kim Kimin, Lee Hae—Ryong, Cho Dae—Hee, Ju Heeran™ 6.7

2-Dimension Koo Bon—A, Kim Mun—Sun, Kim Soo—Hwan*, Kim Aritta*, Kim Yoon— 56.6

Ah, Kim Jinkey, Moon Sang—Won, Bak Ucheol, Park Jin—Young,
Bang Hye—Lin, Baek Seung—Seop, Baik Intae, Seo Gun—One, Seo
Jaehyeon, Son Seung—Beom, Yeun—Mi*, Oh Min—Su, Oh Eun—M™,
Oak Kyung—Lae, Woopsyang®, Yoon Dae—Hee, Lee Mihyeon, Lee
Sang—A, Lee Sun—Mi, Lee Jungwoo, Lee Ji—Sun*, Lee Hyang—
Kyung, Jang Kyoung—Ae, Jun Tae—Su, Jung Ji—Hye, Joo Eunhee,
Choi Kyung—Woon, Hyun Yong—An, Hong Hyo—Sook

*Shows artists using more than 2 media.

Looking into detail, paintings took up the most part in terms of format, and works on aesthetic
discourse was the majority in terms of content in this <You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(i##/44=
JII)> exhibition. This is not largely different from the existing art exhibitions (refer to the table). This
phenomenon shows the limitations inevitably held within the structure of art, and at the same
time, reflects the uneven university education of today. In other words, because of the university
education centered on media and genres, the existing areas and genres seem to be repeatedly
reproduced without facing any significant challenge. Amidst this, we can also glimpse at the
tendency to explore new areas with individual style and critical views. That is, there are hints
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of movement to create new context outside of existing genres or at its boundaries. Projecting
paintings and visual art together, or displaying photography, displays and 3-dimensional works
in equal substance are such examples. If we add process-driven projects that are not explainable
under existing genres or the tendency of such projects to enhance artistic values, we can see how
intensified the de-formalization of young artists has become. Although the existing genre-centered
formality is still prevalent in today’s young art of Incheon, certain artists of critical mind are trying
to break through. What is intriguing is that even in some works that appear to have adhered to the
existing formality, a totally new sense of emotion is detectable. This phenomenon is creating a rich
and neutral context to the art of Incheon.

What is also interesting is the content of such works. Contrary to our expectation, there are not as
many works submitted in the <You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(#54=J1)> exhibition that directly
portray issues of the society and how they are perceived. But a minority of the works does express
ideas toward the crossing point of society and art, such critical viewpoints nurtured by individual
experience of social, cultural and artistic education. Artists that fall under the former are Jung Yoon-
Hee, Ju Heeran, Ko Byong-Sun, Moon Chang-Hwa, Yeun-Mi, Yoo Gwang-Sig, and Yoo Mok-Yon.
We may argue that artists like Yoon Jong-Pil or Jeon Seung-Yong fall under the latter. These artists
have visualized issues like the expansion of multicultural codes in society, the political factors
revealed in visual culture, the unequal distribution of wealth, the minority that have fallen out of
the mainstream, and the breakdown of art's authoritative ideology. All these issues are outcomes of
active communication with society. These artists freely wander between genres and explore their
voices sharpened by social communication, creating new works as an objet, writing to expand the
concept of art, and planning exhibitions.

Another interesting point is that there are several works that show a fresh yet joyful sense of self-
perception based on social perception. These works are worthy of notice in that they are not at
all authoritative or coercive, and based on witty emotions of the new generation. Artists reflecting
such trend are Kim Kimin, Kim Soo-Hwan, Back Seung-Kee, Oh Sang-Seok, Oh Suk-Kuhn, and
Woopsyang. Although these artists make use of different media and formality, they succeed in
portraying a variety of critical views ranging from individual emotions to arguments on social
perception. Their attitude is quite different from the language of the existing authoritative society,

and makes us expect for more in their future work.

Unlike the above artists that are earnest in content yet easy in style, there are artists that struggle
to maintain throughout a sense of seriousness in both. Such artists all commonly manage to depict
personal areas of interest in a smooth, slick fashion. These artists include Kang Hyuk, Eve Kwak,
Koo Bon-A, Kim Aritta, Kim Yoon-Ah, Kim Jinkey, Kim Jin-Seok, Na Kwang-Ho, Lang (Kim Ji-Sun),
Moon Sangwon, Balc Ucheol, Park Jung-Hyun, Bang Hye-Lin, Baek Seung-Seop, Seo Gun-One, Son
Seung-Beom, Ahn Woo-Dong, Oh Min-Su, Oh Eun-Mi, Oh Jong-Eun, Oak Kyung-Lae, Lee Mihyeon,
Lee Sang-A, Lee Sun-Mi, Lee Jungwoo, Lee Ji-Sun, Lee Hae-Ryong, Lee Hyang-Kyung, Jang Kyoung-
Ae, Jun Tae-Su, Jung Ji-Hye, Choi Kyung-Woon, Hyun Yong-An, and Hong Hyo-Sook. There are also
artists that show earnest self-perception and exploration in their work as young artists. Kim Mun-
Sun, No So-Yeong, Park Jin-Young, Baik Intae, Seo Jaehyeon, and Yoon Dae-Hee fall under this
category. Artists that intricately express the texture of daily life through their own inner sensitivity
include Gil Darae, Joo Eunhee, and Paik Dahami. These artists unfold their personal, metaphysical
interests via visual arts, 2-dimensional paintings, photography, and displays. Their method is
different from the existing stereotypical formality fixated on big concepts and issues. It rather

focuses on each individual's fresh methodology and ponders over better content, and displays

the uniqueness of each artist. Of course the inclinations described until now cannot be clearly
categorized into specific classifications. Still, as young artists will continue on in exploring such
inclinations, we can most definitely expect that a wider variety of richer fruits and more critical

viewpoints will follow in their works.

Sense of Identity? Just Take a Look at These Young Artists.

There have been quite a few exhibitions on Incheon until now. Attempts to understand, interpret
and analyze Incheon in various viewpoints will probably continue on in the future. To residents,
Incheon is a base ground of living, and to artists it is a text to explore their self-identity as artists.
However, one characteristic of <You're Incheon, Playing in Incheon(i##=J11)> is that there are
almost no pieces that approach Incheon as the subject matter. This has significant meaning,

Already to the younger generation, region is no longer a spatial concept that confines their lives. They
are not overwhelmed by the concept of region and freely accept and apply other various values.
Here we can sense a hint of rejection towards the customary ideas represented by the concept of
region. The younger generation strongly believes that they exist as independent identities and long
to communicate with anyone in whichever part of the world. In such sense, the concept of region is

not a part of their agenda.

Yet, region still holds significant meaning as the base ground that nurtured their unique emotions,
the base of their artistic activities, and the place of life overall. This is a truth that will never falter or
change. Young artists feel little need to speak out such meanings, though. Each and every one of
them, in their own unique way, talks of their own lives and the way they perceive society, quietly at
times, playfully at others. Although they never specifically make reference to the region, they do not
deny that every element of their lives has come from the land on which they stand. This is exactly
how their perception of Incheon is different from their seniors. The harder you try to understand
the identity of Incheon, the vaguer it becomes. Amidst this paradox, the young artists are trying
to express the general image of Incheon through their own lives. They continue to deny the big
concept of region, yet each and every one of them represents Incheon by themselves. | cannot help
but wonder how the lives of these artists, who have loitered around Incheon and have become
Incheon themselves, will affect Incheon and its artistic community. | have great expectations for
their new concept as artists and how they will continue to shape their own identities. | end this
essay on this note.
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mini process exhibiton 2011
'Kind of talking in blue' 2011
Blue sheet paper on glass 2011
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Couldn't be there #2 Oil on canvas_80x100cm_2011

Giirl with a blue muffler Ol on canvas_100x72cm_2011
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Couldn't be there #3 Ol on canvas_45x53cm_2011
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5892450 receipt on canvas_162.2X130cm_2011
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Social Animal_Common notion Mixed media_65x65cm 10kg_2009

Social Animal_ We lost sense of direction



Social Animal_ X—series Digital print_90x83cm_2010
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B o2 L2t 49| 7S &3l Tt 0|2FE] ARE

| Ol

i —
Ei5 5212 Al 20070 ‘0ol Rl o SIE Clek: 28
2 2101 201041 I HHAHS)S ARIOE H2S K251 UL

place_face(@I&g) 20114, CIOIEZAUZS J|HoZ XY

= AElsI QAT 71 iRl JAIRF HE0] 2IHE FH2 042 0
= a

OF7|7} ARl U= iYL Ao 2 REIS BiCt et 1 st
Oil 2 HAL L, A2=0| Ad0] 712t MZ2 O 21Ho| tef
G2 MEA BICL =7 012 42 HE & QX 1 582 IS

190

SQIBH= B0l MBS MAR SH SO,

o
0
OH1
T—J

RACE

place_facelSAE) T8 015 ‘UK S #4715] W T} 22!
Jlol thet AS SXiZ ChERT IR 0f558t 'TiRto] QlEfR
Allzet 0] 2 FE HO= OfsHEin QUc SHEL o2t 2zt

K| Si74, T, SRR, S, WA, e, S, o), 22Xt S
2 7K58 4 U= 2 Ao| TEHNOICE OF| 20| #X|X| 242
=
=

M-
T ANE, 7, ST =T X0 BAS S0 MRS X8It

place—face(0|&=, 7|

(22X uIsto Z)
21), place—face(£2|S), place—face(GHRS), place—face(MZIS) Digital Inkjet Print_33.5x50.3 cm_2011

]
Wl

i)

S0l AdELCE 2 FHSS

e
#

>
10

0

e
ol

t

2009~10 Zfshoj&A|, 2!
2009~10 30|a=, ¢!
22| XK= Z2HE MS/QI/HE/TF

OIHA|n|&E T2HE Happy&Nice, Q171

P EZ UERIZ MR

ol HIZ EH0[E 94X

(ML

= afEfel 2eks E,
7IHS0H Tt =

191



125X173cm_2011

55type 55type polaroid

193

192



Re—mode 1

Alrlet APOJtE 2 XiRl= RIZE? 171 Oft L7 & 4 Um

204 QM 242 Alrlat B 4 U2 % 2et J2lm AR Uof
Lt 20|LE AfZHS APOJ2HTL HOIL 4 Ik AZIBiCt Lio| A}
X1 AR Ofl B8 20ICk L= B A2 H7| SfsH t2ish B

L__
o
f7HEREE 7 ARRE XIS 7H el dEez VIS

Ir

O —

4 9l ES5t 5212 X|d Mush YHEol2kn MBIt ARKIS
Shic FRi5h ZHCH RHE0RD MZIBHRICH ARIS TES
S5t A 7|28 O L7 2RI B 1) TIRBHS 20| Sht
C}. 0[2] RBHEI HRIXIQ BEHO|Lt OALS Ehod 5H| S Ziolct
Sito] Z2HE otojl= ZEM0|E, MB, CHAMER], 27 120
ZAPEIQ1 2R ChSSH AREIS BISIOH Onf3t Lii2{E|=Z BiSOf

o BRIXIZ 51013 o2 IS OZOjIE 20| 2F A2 7}

194

_|.

201, T Bt Bie % o Aol 22
HHX|7 |= SHEIX|2E 2=
o xS ofZo] LH7IEoL
T Qe mRREC) L XIS 0fE

Oll-f olnje| Roi= EA EH“0|7| l[H—ErOI

=2| 0200 |xMH EOI-T’- &S

overture2—photography, PKMZi2{2| 71515, A2

—_,-LA}XI'KI' O:|O| gnx‘l XPII- O:10|/\ —_,J-)\}- I‘II—}'
About_books SEETE M|, Aot A2i2|, ME, Mus
wake—up, AEM 2JE|, Z7| 2

Sufel|o9, ~EAEDIEE, 3

OfEizt 710I=, ATOIA W, 77, QI
3028, MAOIENIE], N2
S A HRHE Bl=0iA, QK

HAESIRA, HO|H ORE

wrixiz x| ofet 3
Ch. Of2iS 1 A 9
2 MzIEI ofRR 22RIE gl bl
7H U RIS AAZ X|7H0F FUCh EAIR CHA| SOIRS
Of AFMS Ui} b= 4240] 270l I

57| Wh20] OFt7t ACh SHX|2H=A| 212 O ZO0l5k= 22 AREO|Ct,

[e]
%
=
"
i

@

ro

m
o
Ol
0
rlo

[=ayN el 7HA‘| AE!

0 AREIO[2H= Ohixli=
Cf. LiolAl ARER2 Mz2 A

|'_0‘E mﬁ l
Ml
ik
<\>|
rir

°
=
~

T

u]
pC}
4]
ra

0 mo ot o
i

L
Ol
ol

it}

I



&t 4= Q=2 conte, charcoal on paper 90.9X72.7cm_2011
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AIM ol on canvas_54X162.1cm_2011
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bluebird ol on panel_133X60cm_2011
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I am an Incomplete, Uncertain Artist OH, Suk-KuHn
TA2E 2, =7} | Member of the steering committee, Artist

A young artist is an incomplete artist. And so am I. This is why
my future is uncertain. But this doesn't scare me.

An artist should refer to a person that can deeply and thickly
express his or her own color and philosophy for a very long
period of time. Therefore the title as an artist is not yet fit
for us. This is why we need to think of the terminology of a
young artist as an ‘incomplete, yet with great potential, but
uncertain’ being. By admitting and accepting this, our views
and values toward art will change.

We also need to be able to answer the fundamental question
of art. | believe that fundamental art means the work and act
that has the strength to trigger change in time, paradigms and
the public. This is why | think that, in a given year, the number
of worl worthy of being called art is not being produced in
the right proportions, given the number of people called
artists. | know this is a rather strict standard, but in an age
where anything may be art and anything may not be art, |
personally think that this is the most reasonable standard we
can take.

How can we survive as artists in Korea under such attitude
and definition? It is no doubt a rocky road. We need to
overcome all the obstacles in front of us to get closer to
our goals. But there are no easy ways for survival. The only
solution is to realize the way on your own and push forward.
As such, | am writing this essay to help the young artists who
have just begun in the quest and have so much to worry
about. | write this, though my advices are from my short
experience in the world of art and based on narrow insight.

Live on your own, act, communicate, co-exist and wait.

Living as an artist is not a privilege but by our own choice.
Therefore we should never ask anyone for indulgence. We
should not depend on anybody and overcome difficulties on
our own. For this, we need to be economically independent.
You need to be able to live on your own. It is almost
impossible for a young artist to work as a full-time artist
in Korea where the public's taste is limited and there is no
immediate need for art. We eventually turn to prize contests,
funds or prize money but such support is not continuous. For
new artists who cannot even dream of such support, reality
is even more dreadful. The limitations of reality are so clear.
Therefore if we cannot live by ourselves, we cannot help
but turn into mere instruments. | believe that the only way
towards becoming a stable and successful artist is by gaining
independence and finding the way on your own. You should
never ask your family to sacrifice for your art. That is truly a
cruel thing to ask for.
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We should not complain about Korea's environment or about
art. Before blaming anybody, we need to face all that has
been lost in our own history of rupture and compression. Our
problem is not a simple one. It is a problem of the historical
and fundamental parts of our society. We need to neutralize
our anger and try to grow a keen eye towards today's many
issues. Based on sharp perception, we need to find a way to
change reality and fundamentals and act upon them. Who
would be able to change reality by just complaining? The
current trend of individualism among many artists is actually
jeopardizing the chance for change. It is not something an
individual can change and therefore needs to be spoken and
acted upon by reliable colleagues. Since art is not for the
pleasure of oneself, we need to aggressively communicate
with the public, show them the strength of art, and the
inevitability and necessity of art and life. The fundamentals
of our environment will change when we can show the public
various ways toward change through communication. Art is
not the only thing we should be doing.

We are impatient. Being young always means being
impatient. But we need to get rid of such impatience to
develop a continuous, long-term ability to discern art. Living
as an artist is not a lottery ticket. A one-time success does not
promise everything. Think of all the artists that disappeared
after a short period of fame. There may be many reasons to
their disappearance, but the main reason is because they
were short-sighted and self-conceited. An artist needs to be
continuous and with long-term insight. You will be able to
earn the recognition of others when little efforts here and
there eventually mount up to something huge. Do not be
discouraged by frustrations in prize contests and exhibitions.
Do not be over-excited about good luck. Always bear in mind
that everything in life has a time for it and necessary steps to
be taken. That is why we need to maintain a wide, long-term
vision.

One more advice. Do not participate in any exhibition
because there are no exhibitions at hand. History is what
shows who the artist is. Proceed with the contests or
exhibitions after clearly diagnosing what the exhibition aims
at, and how it will chemically react with my own work. If you
rush into an exhibition because there are none at hand, the
identity of the artist will turn vague. In the long run, that is
like selling your own flesh and blood.

You should also be able to decisively refuse participating in
exhibitions where artists are asked to put in his or her own
money or where the support provided is not satisfactory. Your
career history will follow you forever, and in the big picture,
we artists also have the responsibility to improve the current
practice of the art industry that pressures us to sacrifice
ourselves.
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In order to raise our voice, to live through, and to make a
better working environment, we need to stand together.
Therefore an artist obviously needs a colleague. Artists need
to share important information, discuss age and art with
one another and share tears and laughter. And artists need
to act when the time is right. Artists also need to maintain
good relationship with the planners, curators, and critics that
are fond of our work. We need to trust them, continuously
communicate with them and always be thankful. In that way
we will all be able to accomplish what we want in the future,
because we are all walking towards the same direction.

There is one thing that we must be cautious of. There are
vampires under fake masks of truth, wanting the blood of
artists. You must keep in mind that as with the society, the art
industry is also comprised of certain political and strategic
people. Even if you think you are ignorant to capital and
power, in reality your value and efforts are already in the
boundaries of capital. It can only turn out this way today.
| want to advise you to be as objective as possible when
coming to issues of documentations and money. Always bear
in mind that all your efforts can go to the drain by a moment's
misunderstanding and naivety.

| have written down a few points worth considering. | know
that there is still much to be discussed. | hope that the rest
can be resolved when we meet and exchange opinions in
exhibitions. And | have one more thing | want to mention.

That is the characteristic and attractiveness of the Korean
society.

We are surrounded by values and prejudices that pressure
us and might as well never change. But we often forget that
Korea is empty in many places and in many objects. Korea
was forced through modernization and westernization in a
compressed manner. This is why there are so many blank
spaces and values that we may be able to discover and fill
in. If such empty spaces are filled with the voices we so
vigorously tried to discover, we will be able to see how the
society changes, based on the fast-learning, dynamic power
of Korean society. This will continuously provide us with
strength to change many aspects of the society that was once
thought unchangeable. We need to be aware of this point.

| also want to mention that as an artist, there is no other
place like Korea that holds so much attractiveness. In here,
various things happen in a fast pace, stirring up a number
of discussions. If we pay attention to such issues, we will be
flooded with surprising stories and inspirations. This is why
Korea is a blessed land to artists. Unlike in any other country,
we are surrounded by realistic and historical topics.

This Incheon, the place that | am working at, is the reflection
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to Korea's recent and contemporary history, and is the area in
which we can closely observe division. It is therefore an even
more attractive place to work as an artist.

Although there are a number of obstacles to overcome in
reality, if we sincerely want it, and if we continuously change
while attempting to challenge new ideas, the Korea that we
live in can be a place that will show us a new world.
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TA2E 2, =7} | Member of the steering committee, Artist

We are living in a time of great change. The slowness of
the past has become a certain commodity of today and
has rendered even a simple walk as something special. The
political change in the Middle-East is no longer surprising. |
watched the long term ruling party being taken down by the
opposition through tactics only to be seen in games from
the corner of my room whilst sipping coffee. The internet
makes such things plainly possible and throws at us real-
time information of what is happening halfway around the
world. Even the US, the world’s greatest economic power,
finds it difficult to control such matters. | observed the death
of the pop star, Michael Jackson, and was briefed of president
Obama's election and the fall of Hussein through my small
12-inch LCD screen.

| have settled in Incheon after wandering through Seoul.
Looking back, | have spent 1/3 of my life as a quiet village
kid, 1/3 receiving national education in Seoul, and the
remaining 1/3 on community life in Incheon. This is a rather
facetious classification. The motif for my work came from my
overall childhood that was scattered among the unexpected
backwaters of life's directions. A trip to the city became a
definite bridge between my childhood journeys and the
present. | was educated in Seoul, the heart of the Republic
of Korea. | despaired at what | was taught with reality. The
rapid (social) changes took form in the shape of a closed
circuit. | was powerless. The thought of weakness and despair
over powerless hopelessness, lead me to immense rage. |
longed after the outside world while unable to seek clarity
in finding a way out. As such, youth brought on the problem
of consciousness. Consciousness is unsettling. Avoiding the
discomfort may be a ‘plan’ in some sense, but it is undeniably
an 'escape’ from reality in most cases. At times, | even wanted
to believe it a ‘resurrection’. Later, | managed to resurface in
society but kindness was gone missing and | found myself
still struggling. ‘What' | aimed to do was the second on my
list, whereas the ‘relationship’ with neighbors was the bigger
problem. Knitting together same appearances with different
thoughts was such a difficult fit, that it seemed like nothing
more than a symbolic meaning that could never arrive at a
‘single’ concept of globalization. It lacked warmth.

Incheon embraces endless flow, the rhythm of the flow, and
the exclamation of the rhythm. Within it lays culture and
economy, politics and life. There may be a hint of sorrow,
but this simply originates from the meaning of the city itself,
perhaps because at its center exists people. It is true that our
vision mostly consists of scenery or texts rather than people.
Of course it may begin there and end with people. However
this seems rather like an excuse. | want to ask not only myself,
but also you, to use at your discretionary means to portray
and emphasize the truth. If the past was an era of processing
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much wandering and sadness, of intense happiness, now
is when expressions of sincerity are most urgent. Among
today’'s youth, we need a keen eye that understands why
the Gwangju Uprising is important, why free lunches at
schools are necessary and what the act of voting means. It
is not irrelevant with the work, and | say this because it is
impossible to escape the relationship with the era in which
such worlk is placed. Novelist Lee, Oisoo wrote of the twisted
reality in the subway and of how if one couldn't intervene
or fix the situation today, one certainly still needed to worry
about it. Lee, who now has more than 1 million Twitter
followers, speaks of ‘worries’ in the context that emphasizes
the self-identity that nobody can manipulate. Furthermore,
an individual is undeniably mighty as a single identity, but
if that individual is knitted together crisscrossing with other
identities into a warm sweater, then that itself would be a
great creation.

It is not my intention to die here. Incheon is where | am at.
| believe knowing the meaning of today through roots of
yesterday and further expanding towards a new horizon
is what keeps myself and this land in sync. The very act of
passionately standing over the land, seeing it and connecting
to it, re-energizes social movement. Too much individualism
hauls barriers over the work, and the fragmentation of
relationships ultimately depicts a flood that can only be
seen as a draught. The meaning of Incheon’s young artist is
one of current meaning. Life facing the present may be yet
another story that we need to live out and smile at. Reflecting
each other, questioning another, considerate answers to one
another is an event (exhibiting nature) that is most precious.
There is nothing strange to the fact that we need to take
interest beyond Incheon and towards the world movements
while pacing ourselves with an artist's perspective. A young
artist is as important as the artist's youthful nature.

My find myself twisted and complicated like DNA structures
from the daily mail sent to me on the destruction of the
Goorumbee coast due to the construction of a naval base
on Jeju Island. Formerly there used to be a button in front
of the model map of Jeju within the 4.3 Peace Museum.
There ran a phrase beneath the button. Jeju Island will turn
into ashes with one press of this button.” The Jeju miniature
model would then turn red once the button was pushed. We
all know what this means. Perhaps it is the button to revive
Goorumbee? Such assumption itself is already dangerous.
Incheon! There may be a button buried underneath the
reclaimed land. Whether Incheon or art turns into ashes, we
live in an era in which imagination becomes reality.
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Yoon, Jong-Pil Member of the steering committee, Community Artist

Ineleorn. Remembering ds Trace.

—Inderview-with Wiriter, Jeon, Sevng—Yong

Yoon, Jong-Pil ("Yoon") Hello, writer Jeon, Seung-Yong

Jeon, Seung-Yong ("Jeon") Hello.

"Yoon" First, thank you for agreeing to the interview.

"Yoon" As you know, Incheon Art Platform is taking on
the special exhibition business from Incheon Foundation
for Arts & Culture with the planning of "You're Incheon"
Exhibition by young artists. This exhibition is an extension
to the "Cornerstone of Incheon Art" Exhibition by veteran
artists residing in Incheon, and the <Inter_View> Exhibition
by established artists of Incheon of the previous years. So, |
requested this interview to introduce a young writer.

"Yoon" Could | ask you for a brief introduction?

Jeon: | currently reside in Sinheung-dong, Jung-gu, Incheon
and | am a Research Fellow of Arts and Science at Incheon
Children's Museum. | also lecture at Inha University's Arts and
Sports Department majoring in art and cultural studies.

"Yoon" | heard that you also worked as a staff member for last
year's <Inter_View> Exhibition. You are now a participating
artist for this exhibition. You seem to have quite a connection
with special exhibitions. What kind of work did you do then?

"Jeon" The <Inter_View> Exhibition was planned by Incheon
Foundation for Arts & Culture in 2010. | was an assistant
curator then and my job was to contact the selected artists,
to introduce the exhibition, ask for their participation, and
to manage their work from thereon to prevent delays in
schedule. Also during the <Inter_View> Exhibition, for the
first time there was an archive exhibition of the leading works
by Incheon artists and group movements of 1980s and 90s.
My main responsibility was to collect and organize works
for the archive exhibition. Of course | didn't do it on my own
and had help from so many great people. We managed to
organize the first Incheon archived art exhibition in Incheon
history. Although quite lacking, it was a great opportunity to
study about Incheon art.

"Yoon" Yes, of course. What would you say was are your

inspiration or motive for participating in the You're Incheon,
Young Artist Exhibition?
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Jeon: The aim of exhibition is to encourage young artists of
various platforms to participate. Although | am currently not
working on any art pieces, | have participated in various local
art activities since 2004 and | wanted to show my personal
progress. | also wanted to show the diverse fields artists
can partake through my experiences. Above all, | wanted to
arouse artists to think about the various fields to be explored
as artists.

"Yoon" | can relate as | too work in community art with strong
active tendencies rather than as a studio based artist.

"Yoon" As a writer you are not currently writing but are quite
active in various cultural activities. Can you describe what
kind of work you did in the past?

"Jeon" During my undergraduate studies, | loved the
expressive surrealist techniques. | drew a lot of drooping
elastic human figures like Salvator Dali. My inspiration was
from the Greek mythology Narcissus. | wanted to depict two
dimensional images of narcissism, moreover the ignorant
image of humans. However rather than insisting on keeping
it two dimensional, | also focused on the reflection of viewer
on the piece for full completion. | tried to enlist viewer
participation. Just as expressionism artists dream of utopia
through their art, | wanted to change society through art. With
this thought as a starting point, | began working on a project
where it began with 'I' the private person toward a sharing of
concern with the viewer.

In 2005, | had the opportunity to participate in the Edu-
art Festival. | was blown away by how my serious question
raising work was received by viewers as entertaining. The
experience changed my perspective and | converted to an
easily approachable work entertaining for both parties.

The 'Reading Dreams (2007)' piece is a good example. 2007
was the year of the pig. The piece was a new year celebratory
piece at Shinsegye Gallery. | made a pig doll, wrote a fortune
on a note, and placed them in a good luck pouch. It was to
handed over to viewers to take. The viewers could take the
given pouch or give back the pouch with their own fortune
wish note to the author. If they liked the fortune pulled out
of the pouch they would pay the a fee for the fortune in the
installed piggy bank. | can still remember making over 200
pig dolls with my family every night during the exhibition.
Other works in the form of participation includes, the 2006
City Nomad - Good buy Incheon Exhibition where | walked
the Suin Line to capture various images of the railroad. The
City Nomad 2 - Discovery project that began in the winter
of 2006 to March 2007, required that | stay in tents to
capture the story of the space. From then on, | broke free
from exhibition based work toward critical writing, festival
planning and other various activities.
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"Yoon" You went through quite a change in your work or
activities.

"Yoon" As you know this exhibition "You're Incheon" is
attached with the subtitle Incheon's young artist project.
What is your impression and thoughts on hearing the title
"young artist?"

Jeon: Ah..well the definition of young artist is rather vague.
Although it does make me feel good to be considered as a
young artist. Since 2004, its been 7 years since |'ve been
active in Incheon. Perhaps its because of my age as | am still
in my mid thirties? However | feel a sense of responsibility on
being named a young artist. It inspires me to be more active.
I'd like to thank the organizers in thinking of me as a young
active artist in the region.

"Yoon" So then in your opinion, what does "young artist"
mean?

"Jeon" "Young"..the thought of it alone makes you feel good.
In fact, "youth," and "being young" sometimes doesn't even
feel like something | have anymore. But | think being a young
artist means that you are in a period where you still have
the opportunity to show yourself in various means. | think
young artists should have the attitude to try many things and
embrace diversity, and not be insistent on one way. A young
artist is one who thinks and questions endlessly, one who
passionately seeks answers and challenges themselves. |
believe this is what it means to be a young artist.

"Yoon" You believe the value of a young artist is to never
settle in life but to continuously think and challenge oneself.

"Yoon" What is your relationship with Incheon? For example,
is it your place of birth? A place of residence or education?
Does your work include Incheon as your motiff? Or do you
work in Incheon or is your main area of activity? etc.

"Jeon" | was born in Incheon, and educated from primary
to higher education in here. | currently working in Incheon.
Everything has been in the confines of Incheon. | still live in
Incheon and my parents operate a small restaurant in the
same place for over twenty years. My married sibling also live
in the same neighborhood and all my relatives still live here.
Incheon is my home.

"Yoon" You are a born bred Incheon native?

"Jeon" Yes, | am a complete Incheon native.
Yoon: Have you ever left Incheon?

"Jeon" You'd think with military service | would have left
once but | was a public service worker and other than the 4
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week military training outside of Incheon, | truly have never
left Incheon.

"Yoon" Aha- | see!!

"Yoon" So, in your perspective or mind, what is “Incheon?"
Jeon: From a realistic standpoint, Incheon is the subject of
study for my master's thesis. But before that, with no relation
to this, Incheon is simply a place of everyday life. | perhaps
have not so much a loving relationship with Incheon but
more of a love hate relationship. Incheon is a place where |
would like to escape from but am unable to, a place where
even if | leave, | can't help but come back. Incheon has made
me who | am since birth. Incheon, is a place that makes me
always think, and is the driving force that moves me. Incheon
changes more at a fast pace than any other place, so you can't
let your guard down even slightly or you won't see Incheon in
its true form. Incheon makes you always stand on guard.

"Yoon" (Laughing) | like your expression of having a love
hate relationship with Incheon. Because Incheon is close to
Seoul, and probably due to the geopolitical aspects, people
commonly refer to Incheon as a flowing city. Be it people or
freight, rather than being piled into heaps, it is commonly
thought to be flowing together and cleared out in waves.
What are your thoughts on this?

"Jeon" | too went to Seoul for my first exhibition. Albeit for my
masters degree exhibition, | opened my first solo exhibition
in Insa-dong Seoul. Afterwards, | went back and forth Seoul
and Incheon and thought of exhibiting more in Seoul to
become a famous artist there. However studying Incheon and
becoming more captivated by this place, Incheon without a
doubt was a city of strong nomadic characteristics. Whether is
was people or culture, it passed through Incheon fast paced.
However, Incheon's characteristic is that it remembers the
traces. Once you take interest in the traces and seek it out,
you are able to see the true Incheon. Historically, it was the
first port to open where foreign products and culture flooded
in. It became a place of economic development and a city of
industrialization. As if a mirage, Incheon International Airport
was constructed and a city was built in the middle of the
ocean. Incheon is a chameleon like city. This itself is Incheon's
attraction. Even now many discuss and research Incheon's
identity in efforts to define it. | too once studied Incheon's
identity but haven't been able to make any conclusions.
Incheon is a place of endless changes. If something falls out,
another quickly fills its place. | believe that is Incheon.

Incheon Art Platform is a good example. The place where the
warehouse stood since opening of port has been transformed
into ab exhibitional-cultural space resulting in the changing
of Incheon's most prominent commercial district to a leading
art district. | believe that it is proof that Incheon's memories

SI7R2O =APE 71 R OR| QN2 FHEY 2 22 =AY
LICk 22|71 30| Q19| o2 OFE7IR? OFRlE B2 AEE
0| 219l FrlldE =ot UL aAS #st7| floll B2 A
TE Lot M FA| et QIMe| Falgo thet AE et Ho|
AR TS| O e X 2l ASLICE I 2 Qo2 H
SHRYT RO|H FAAVL WAMLIZE 2HF E O M22 0|
3 BIXfEIE HF Ea| ZHAXl= R0| QIHo|2t MZFefL(ct

07| QIHOIESZZO| SHLte| Z2 o2t YZEILICt JHE0|
= &2 ZUAE X127t ol T - 2akEtez HHlE of
1, 0|2 Qs a7 IEl tHEXR! HYX|H0| OlM= -
= HHESIE oleX|g9ez Helvts 2as 28 QI/0| 71Xz
U= 7|t 2XS0| 2 s L5 U= Aol2tn M2iei

£

d" 50| HS8 Ab} st BAHe AiEo| Sef 22 Hi2

0| A2 B SO £H0| Hi=X|, JCHA of3t WACR
|

’ =

=
90| El7iLt €Et0| DjXI=X| YT AlBLIC

1 2005 MAFSHR| FT T2 KiEk 0l2ks FAIZ Lol of
bolof7|et Lio] Ade= HigtEE= Ate|X ZH|of ciet A
slepxgdoz 7Y MGLICE 55| oliolsHol FoisHHA At
3| Olf+E MR MYUSZ SojUi= 2SS Ol ASUCh
J2|1 O FOIEMHAEIE, BdHIREH, =ARS, EAIF=2
S9| T2t S30I20] Eo{otHA Ha HHAHM oL
CHE HAlCZ XYs Tk E/RELICH 53| 2006 E
2008E77HX| QIMESINES| FH2HIEOELE 2SsHHM N
Ol2k= Xofl O BtaS 2l =, Eot Al 22dS0l2k=
StES SFotHM UM XiA7E SFCho] = UASLICE ofms
Ef T 33HEI0lA HOfLE SM7|2F XIS FH| 71=l(2006
oto|C|oi23=A), 3ol TAPPIE § Mozl 3
RAZE = 7E =0 2ol Fo| U T e E2
RO| 2= RS 7IssH & = JEE FHS F= X0IH, A7t
o

21 AfEo|2k= A XIH|2 o] 220 thet Eol 2 A Z&LCh

ol e

r

FEX| At S Ch

A
| 22 B WISl Lig

M E2 Uists Lot E2 Mt 8F KoM AIVIZMO| s
o OSE 25 =X AIRELUCL a2
4

H2iaLct = olpal B2 8 B2

—

and traces are exerting its power.

"Yoon" Yes, | couldn't agree more. From your words, the
expression "the place where it remembers the traces"
leave a particularly strong impression. Also the expression
"chameleon like city" is quite amusing.

"Yoon" Is "Incheon" in its "regionality" or "people" or "space"
or "meaning" reflected in your material or immaterial form of
work, and if so, could you explain how it will it be reflected or
what influence it's had on your work.

"Jeon" The 2005 masters degree exhibition was a 'self-
portrait' theme piece. It was a painting that depicted my
story with personal perspectives on social issues. Since
participating in the Yellow Sea Art Festival, | particularly did
a lot of work on depicting social issues and resolving them
in personal viewpoints. By participating in exhibitions and
public art such as Edu-art Festival, the Male Biunnale, City
Nomad, City Nomad 2 and so forth, | converted from simple
two dimensional work to other forms. From 2006 to 2008,
| ' was part of a young critique group at Incheon Foundation
for Art & Culture which lead me to become more interested
in Incheon. While studying an academic course in cultural
management, Incheon became a subject of study. From then
onwards, | broke free of painting methodology toward writing,
planning local festivals (2006 Juan Media Culture Festival),
studying cultural art studies, and exhibition planning. Incheon
itself has become my material and source of inspiration. The
fact that | am an Incheon native should be answer in itself.

"Yoon" You are said to be fostering younger academic minds.
Is there any advice you'd like to give to future photographers
and young artists working in Incheon?

"Jeon" Even those graduating from a good university with
great personal network, beginning their artistic life in a good
environment, start out alone. Everyone takes their first step
alone. No matter how good your situation or condition is, if
you don't have the passion for your work it's all useless. Being
3 young artist is as I've explained earlier, one who thinks
endlessly, who passionately seeks answers and challenges
oneself. Like the old saying 'never be satisfied on the first
spoon' or 'a great journey begins with the first step,' it's the
first step that is the most important. The journey of personal
struggle is long but the experiences along the way and the
people you meet will make the journey enjoyable. | also have
not journeyed far but from my experiences so far, and from
all the relationships I've made it has and will continue to
drive me toward my journey.

"Yoon" That's good advice. It'll help new artists just starting
out.
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"Yoon" Could you introduce your piece in this exhibition?

"Jeon" As |'ve mentioned before, I've been active in various
fields - from a private artist, to writer, to activist, to academic,
and to educator. Therefore | am participating in the form
of archives showing catalogs and leaflets of private works,
books containing my critical writing, research thesis, visual
art and various other works to show the activities of Jeon,
Seung-Young the artist and the progress so far. Through the
exhibition, | hope to raise awareness with other participating
artists of You're Incheon - Young Artist Exhibition on the
various means of participation on a local level as well as
various ways to express oneself's full potential.

"Yoon" Lastly, do you have any comments on the You're
Incheon Exhibition?

"Jeon" | think this exhibition is meaningful as it discovers and
refocuses on young Incheon artists since the <Cornerstone of
Incheon Art> and <Inter_View> exhibitions. There is a certain
limit to classifying young artists of diverse fields to genre
classifications such as western art, oriental art, sculpting,
photography, and so forth. | hope there are more exhibitions
like You're Incheon that acknowledge the diverse methods of
active artists. Using this exhibition as a starting point, | hope
young artists can be proud of their work and be inspired to
be active in the various fields of art.

"Yoon" Thank you for taking time from your busy schedule to
answer this long interview.
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